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feelings, I call the one of the Hiroquois who had
remained to guard the prisoners. This man, having
perceived me, dared not approach me, fearing some
ambush. ' Come on,' I say to him; ' be not afraid;
lead me to the presence of the Frenchman and the
Hurons whom you hold captive.' He advances and,
having seized me, puts me in the number of those
whom the world calls miserable. I tenderly em-
braced the Frenchman, and said to him: ' My dear
brother, God treats us in a strange manner, but he is
the master, and he has done what has seemed best
in his sight; he has followed his good pleasure. May
his holy Name be blessed forever.' This good
young man at once made his confession; having
given him absolution, I approach the Hurons, and
instruct and baptize them; and, as at every moment
those who were pursuing the fugitives brought back
some of them, I heard these in confession, [63] mak-
ing Christians those "who were not so. Finally, they
brought that worthy Christian Captain named Eus-
tache, who, having perceived me, exclaimed: ' Ah!
my Father, I had sworn and protested to you that I
would live or die with you.' The sight of him
piercing my heart, I do not remember the words
that I said to him. Another Frenchman, named
Guillaume Couture, seeing that the Hurons were
giving way, escaped like them into those great for-
ests; and, as he was agile, he was soon out of the
enemy's grasp. But, remorse having seized him
because he had forsaken his Father and his comrade,
he stops quite short, deliberating aside with himself
whether he should go on or retrace his steps. The
dread of being regarded as perfidious makes him face
about; he encounters five stout Hiroquois. One of


